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This is a farewell concert for our esteemed Music Director, Paul Spicer, a fitting 

occasion to mark his retirement from the choir after 17 years. The programme 

reflects his passion for English choral music and the choir’s pleasure in performing it.  

The concert opens with Walton’s effervescent Jubilate Deo written in his typically 

upbeat, rhythmic style. This is followed by Benjamin Britten’s C major Te Deum, 

and the first performance in its revised and newly published version of Paul’s own 

motet ‘How do I love thee?’, setting a romantic sonnet by Elizabeth Barrett 

Browning. Elgar’s dramatic anthem ‘Give unto the Lord’ and Stanford’s extrovert 

anthem  ‘For lo, I raise up’ are followed by two anthems by Herbert Howells. His 

evocative organ piece ‘Master Tallis’s Testament’ is a prelude to our two final 

works: John Joubert’s motet ‘This is the gate of the Lord’ and Gerald Finzi’s ‘God 

is Gone Up’ – a suitably triumphant ending to this celebratory concert. Please join 

us after the music making as we raise a glass to Paul and 17 wonderful years. 

To find out more about the concert take a few minutes to watch Paul Spicer's video 

on the choir’s website and Facebook page where he talks about his choice of music. 

The Whitehall Choir, now in its 73rd season, aspires to the highest standards of 

performance in all its concerts. Members share a strong commitment, rehearsing 

weekly on Tuesday evenings to prepare concerts throughout the academic year in 

central London, whilst also taking part in recordings, occasional tours abroad and 

choral workshops. Last year the choir went on tour to Vienna and gave two 

concerts of English choral music.  

Next season begins on 5 September with our new Music Director, Joanna Tomlinson, 

who will be preparing us for a performance of Handel’s Joshua at St John’s Smith 

Square on Friday 17 November 2017. The other major concerts in her first season 

are the Brahms Requiem at St James’s Piccadilly on Thursday 22 March 2018 and 

a programme of American music at St Peter’s Eaton Square in June 2018. 

If you would like to join the Whitehall Choir, come along to an open rehearsal at 

St Peter’s on the evening of Tuesday 12 September for singers in all voice parts. It’s 

a great chance not just to meet our exciting new conductor and choir members but 

also to see whether we are the choir for you! 

For concert tickets, details about joining the choir, future plans and choir 

events, visit www.whitehallchoir.org.uk 

Whitehall Choir is a registered charity, number 280478. 
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